
 

 

 

Hello to all of our friends and supporters!  We have had a very busy year and would like to take this 
opportunity to bring you up to date on what we have been doing and share with you some stories from 
the wonderful people we have met.  The Women’s Fund of Essex County is now in its seventh year of 
directing grants toward programs that enhance the health, safety, and educational well being of Essex 
County women and girls.  Since its founding in 2003, the Women’s Fund has raised over $450,000 thanks 
to the generosity of women all across Essex County and corporate donations.  We thought you might 
enjoy hearing from a few of the people who have benefited from programs we have supported : 
  
 “RAW makes me amazed with myself.  This year I learned how to find a  
 different person and artist in me.  RAW has helped me to make big  
 progress in school and at home.  I have improved a lot and because of RAW  
 I won a challenge at school.  Seeing my art exhibited in the new downstairs  
 gallery, I was so proud of myself.”       Meddy, Art for Girlz, Raw Art Works 

  
 

  
 “Having a career working for/assisting a couple of small veterinarians in the past  
 (with limited interaction with horses in my life prior to Windrush) and now finding  
 myself with a chronic physical disability, I couldn’t be more excited about a therapy  
 that is closest to what I already knew and felt comfortable with.” 
 Cheryl, Riding Therapy Program, Windrush Farm Therapeutic Equitation 

 

 “I am so thankful to this program at the YWCA.  I have been treated with dignity and respect.   
 The advocates walked me through (the treatment process) and supported me during difficult  
 times.  It is not easy to be alone in this country, not knowing the language and without support, 
 facing an illness like breast cancer.  The YWCA not only provided me with support but also  
 made sure that I was connected to the services I needed during (my) crisis.”       
 A 47 year old Latina breast cancer survivor,  
 Women’s Health Advocacy Program, YMCA of Greater Lawrence. 

        
We hope you have a wonderful summer, and look  
forward to seeing you at our Fall Luncheon. 
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The mission of the 
 Women’s Fund of Essex County  

is to raise and distribute 
 funds to organizations that provide 

opportunities and promote solutions for women 
and girls in Essex County. 

“As a freshman, it helped me learn about high school before I actually  
experienced it.  My peers were very helpful to me when I brought a  
personal issue to the group.  It increased my confidence.” 
Jomaira, Strong, Smart and Bold, Girls, Inc. 

“I get great satisfaction when my students do well in school.   My 
contribution is very rewarding.  I have a purpose to get dressed up 
and travel to Lawrence every day.”   Ernestine,  
Foster Grandparent Program, Merrimack  Valley Community Service Corp.     



The annual luncheon, held last October, 
was a resounding success!  Over 200 
guests joined us as we introduced the 
eight agencies that were our grant recipi-
ents in 2008.  We then heard from Ginny 
Anderson, the Career and Academic Advi-
sor and Coordinator for the Women’s 
Network, sponsored by Northern Essex 
Community College.  The Woman’s Net-
work holds an annual “Women Returning 
to School Information Fair”  for women of 
all walks of life who would be considered 
non-traditional students.  After thanking 
the Women’s Fund for our support for 
the fair, Ginny introduced Donna Johnson, 
an NECC student.  Donna shared her 
story about how, at almost 40 years old 
and as the mother of three teenagers, she 
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Power of the Purse 

Ginny Anderson, Donna Johnson, Liz Walker 

  The Power of the Purse (POP) theme has become so powerful that we decided 
   to give it its own event!  In April we hosted our first Power of the Purse Party, 
   an informal “ladies night” cocktail party where our guests enjoyed connecting  
   with new and old friends.  We had a fantastic turnout and we were delighted  
   with the response.  Our infamous purse raffle was the focus of the party and 
   our guests had the opportunity to buy raffle tickets for chances on 22 unique  
   and distinctive bags.  The Brookwood School very generously offered their  
   beautiful lobby as the venue for the event, and we thank them for their  
   hospitality.  It was a fun, lively event and we look forward to more POP parties 
   in the future! 

 
This spring we approved our 2009 donations of $60,000 in the field of Economic Self-Sufficiency and Security  

and we are happy to announce the following agency and program recipients: 
 

  Boys & Girls Club of Lawrence   Job Smart/Job Ready 
  Emmaus      The Bethel Learning Center 
  Girls, Inc.      Career Path Program 
  Jeanne Geiger Crisis Center    Economic Independence Program 
  Lawrence Community Works   New Skills Academy 
  Notre Dame Education Center   Friday Finance 
  Wellspring House     Medi-Clerk Program 
  YWCA of Greater Lawrence    Economic Empowerment Program 
 

2009 Grants 

For more information about these grants, please visit our website:  www.womensfundec.org. 

Sixth Annual Luncheon 

Liz Walker, our keynote speaker , 
delivered a powerful, animated talk 
about the importance of everyone 
engaging in community building and 

became a full time student majoring in 
chemical engineering.  Despite her 
initial fears and apprehensions, 
Donna,who graduated from Northern 
Essex Community College on May 16, 
2009, told us “I have also learned to 
say yes, I can.  I can be a wife, mother, 
student and even an engineer.  I can 
do it.  And I have learned that I can 
help other women achieve their goals.  
I have something to offer even if it is 
just a sympathetic ear.”   

service.  Liz shared her story of how 
she went from being a television jour-
nalist to minister.  Along the way she 
visited Darfur, and has since made it 
her mission to raise awareness about 
human rights and humanitarian issues 
around the world.  Liz was mesmeriz-
ing and inspiring and gave us a lot to 
think about. 



 
Ms. Kip Abbott 
Ms. Barbara Almy 
Ms. Martha Altreuter 
Ms. Charlotte Amorello 
Ms. Nola Anderson 
Ms. Stephanie Andrews 
M/M Sanford Anstey 
Ms. Pat Connolly-Atkins 
Ms. Heather Atwood 
Ms. Nancy August 
Ms. Lynley Baker 
Ms. Pamela Bakos 
Ms. Jilda Baker 
Ms. Missy Barlow 
Ms. Deborah Barrett 
Ms. Susan Barry 
Ms. Catherine Baum 
Ms. Katherine Bazylewicz 
Ms. Shelia Becker 
Ms Jackie Bell 
Mr. Richard Berlin 
Ms. Donna Bertolon 
Ms. Polly Beyer 
Ms. Julie Bishop 
Ms. Daphne Borden 
Ms. Callie Brauer 
Ms. Mary Britton 
Ms. Maida Broudo 
Ms. Betsy Brown 
Ms. Lynn Bryant 
Ms. Maria Burnham 
Ms. Shannon Cabot 
Ms. Rosemary Campbell 
Ms. Becca Campbell 
Ms. Sheri Carnevale 
Ms. Patty Carroll 
Mr. David Caruso 
Ms. Margo Casey 
Ms. Patricia Castraberti 
Ms. Sally Cioffi 
Ms. Jeanine Clark 
Ms. Joanne Clark 
Ms. Jennifer Clark 
Ms. Julie Clay 
Ms. Susan Coffin 
Ms. Cecily Colburn 
Ms. Janet Collett 
Ms. Stephanie Connolly 
Ms. Theresa Conway 
Ms. Ann Cook 
Ms. Mary Cookson 
Ms. Angela Corning 
Ms. Nancy Crate 
Ms. Natalie Crate 
Ms. Marjorie Cregg 
Ms. Melanie Cullinane 
Ms. Philio Cushing 
Ms. Chrysa Decosta 
Ms. Mary Lou Dana 
Ms. Mary Dearborn 
Ms. Jennifer Decker 
Ms. Laurel Deery 
Ms. Pam Demetroulako 
Ms. Roberta Diangelo 
Ms. Stacey DiCroce 
Ms. Lindsay Diehl 
Ms. Barbara Diguiseppe 
Ms. Janis Dodge 
Ms. Eleanor Dorr 
Ms. Rosemary Doorly 

Ms. Patricia Driscoll 
Ms. Susan Durkin 
Ms. Chris Eaton 
Ms. Cathy Ebling 
Ms. Jane Edington 
Ms. Robin Ellis 
Ms. Margaret M. Erickson 
Ms. Mary Ann Esdaile III 
Ms. Deb Evans 
Ms. Susan Evans 
Ms. Lynette Fallon 
Ms. Robin Falzone 
Ms. Ann Flynn 
Ms. Rosemary French 
Ms. Elizabeth Furber 
Ms. Andrea Galligan 
Ms. Kathleen Galligan 
Ms. Martha Gardner 
Ms. Carol Gaucher 
Ms. Kathie Gauthier 
Ms. Thais Gauthier 
Ms. Helen Glaenzer 
Ms. Andrea Glovsky 
Mr. Charles Goddard 
Ms. Susan Goodchild 
Ms. Miranda Gooding 
Ms. Gretchen Goss 
Ms. Cece Gough 
Ms. Sarah Gould 
Mr. J B Greenbaum 
Ms. Phyllis Greene 
Ms. Caroline Gregory 
Ms. Lauren Gudonis 
Ms. Deidre Guenther 
Ms. Joey Gustafson 
Ms. Ann Guyer 
Ms. Margaret Hall 
Ms. Becky Hallowell 
Ms. Roberta Hallowell 
Ms. Linda Hanratty 
Ms. Linda Harbey 
Ms. Kathryn Harris 
Ms. Sallie Harshbarger 
Ms. Linda Harvey 
Ms. Susan Hassett 
Ms. Teresa Hawkins 
Ms. Mary Healy 
Ms. Joan Henkels 
Ms. Caroline Lee Herter 
Ms. Beth Hildt 
Ms. Frances Hill 
Ms. Kathy Hines 
Ms. Patricia Ho 
Ms. Martha Hodgman 
Ms. Katherine Horgen 
Ms. Nancy Hovey 
Ms. Marcie Hunsaker 
Ms. Moira James 
Ms. Becky Jaques 
Ms. Pamela Jaynes 
Ms. Linda Jenkins 
Ms. Paula Jerome 
Ms. Ingrid Johnson 
Ms. Karla Kaneb 
Ms. Elise Kelly 
Ms. Catherine Kempthorne 
Ms. Ellen Kenny 
Ms. Joan Ketchum 
Ms. Susan Kiley 
Ms. Kim Kimball 

Ms. Chris Kinney 
Ms. Anne Kneisel 
Ms. Karen Burnett-Kurie 
Ms. Carolyn Lackey 
M. Stacy Lamson 
Ms. Suzanne Lanigan 
Ms. Ann Lasman 
Ms. Betsy Lawrence 
Ms. Susan Lawrence 
Ms. Debbie Ledbetter 
Ms. Jeannie Leibovitz 
Ms. Erika Leone 
Ms. Kyra Leroy 
Ms. Lorna Liacos 
Ms. Elizabeth Loomis 
Ms. Elizabeth Loring 
Ms. Joan Lovejoy 
Ms. Martha Lowery 
Ms. Leslie Lyman 
Ms. Susanne MacDonald 
Mr. Peter Macewen 
Ms. Tammy MacKenzie 
Ms. Tory Macmillan 
Ms. Sheridan Maquire 
Ms. Madelaine Makin 
Ms. Chris Manfredi 
Ms. Susanna Mansfeld 
Ms. Elizabeth Massey 
Ms. Heather Matheson 
Ms. Pamela McCormick 
Ms. Mimi McDougal 
Ms. Mimi McFadden 
Ms. Marie Mcinnes 
Ms. Susan McIntosh 
Ms. Therese Melden 
Ms. Betsy Merry 
Ms. Robyn Milbury 
Ms. Kristalia Moroney 
Ms. Liz Morris 
Ms. Katherine Morris 
Ms. Cynthia Morton 
Ms. Lindsay Murphy 
Ms. Mia Nehme 
Ms. Connie Nehnke 
Ms. Deborah Nelson 
Ms. Gail Nelson 
Ms. Linda Nelson 
Ms. Myranda O’Bara 
Ms. Suzanne O’Brien 
Ms. Julie O’Connor 
Ms. Suzanne O’Connor 
Ms. Janet O’Hara 
Ms. Liala O’Keeffe 
Ms. Diana O’Loane 
Ms. Jamie O’Riordan 
Ms. Linda Osburn 
Ms. Barbara Parker 
Ms. Beth Payson 
Ms. Linda Perkins 
M/M Robert Parlee 
Ms. Valarie Pasquine 
Ms. Elizabeth Payson 
Ms. Susan Philbrick 
Ms. Jane Phillips 
Ms. Katherine Pickering 
Ms. Deb Powell 
Ms. Elizabeth Pratt 
Ms. Julia Purinton 
Ms. Rebecca Putnam 
Ms. Kathy Putman 

Ms. Leslie Reichert 
Ms. Lisa Parsons 
Ms. Jayne Rice 
Ms. Lucy Robbins 
Ms. Emma Roberts 
Ms. Scottie Robinson 
Ms. Cynthia Rogers 
Mr. Scott Ross 
Ms. Julie Roush 
Ms. Marla Roy 
Ms. Molly Ryan 
Ms. Susan Santin 
Ms. Whitney Savignano 
Ms. Priscilla Schwarzenbach 
Ms. Shelagh Schylling 
Ms. Mary Scofield 
Ms. Suzanne Sears 
Ms. Jacqueline Serafino 
Ms. Ellen Shaughnessy 
Ms. Mary Sheehan 
Ms. Christy Sheehan 
Ms. Whitney Shepard 
Ms. Sarah Sherwood 
Ms. Lyn Shields 
Ms. Leslee Shlopak 
Ms. Paula Shorts 
Ms. Sydney Shriver 
Ms. Shelly Shuka 
Ms. Helen Sides 
Ms. Priscilla Singleton 
Ms. Martha Smeallie 
Ms. Kim Smith 
Ms. Trina Smith 
Ms. Winifred Smith 
Ms. Jane Smolik 
Ms. Jane Snowden 
Ms. Ginny Sohn 
Ms. Jean Soulios 
Ms. Helen Spaulding 
Ms. Victoria Spaulding 
Ms. Anne Seymour 
Ms. Ashara Stansfield 
Ms. Karen Stanton 
Ms. Kathleen Stavis 
Ms. Jodie Stevenson 
Ms. Sally Steward 
Ms. Debbie Stileman 
Ms. Joni Stone 
Ms. Cynthia Stowell 
Ms. Cathleen Moore 
Ms. Diane Stringer 
Ms. Lindsey Strong 
Ms. Heidi Sturgis 
Ms. Lynda Surdam 
Ms. Robin Swayze 
Ms. Angela Sweeney 
Ms. Constance Sweet 
Ms. Mimi Tambone 
Ms. Sue Thorne 
Ms. Beth Tilley 
Ms. Karen Tilson 
Ms. Patricia Tobin 
Ms. Sarah Tompkins 
Ms. Polly Townsend 
Ms. Carol Townsend 
Ms. Gretchen Troiano 
Ms. Kristine Trustey 
Ms. Peggy Van Munching 
Ms. Rose Van Otterloo 
Ms. Katie Vande Water 

Ms. Christi Vanheek 
Ms. Clare Villari 
Ms. Gail von Metzsch 
Ms. Maura Wadlinger 
Ms. Anne Warhover 
Ms. Mary Weiler 
Ms. Lynn Welbourn 
Ms. Kathleen Weld 
Ms. Karen Werner 
Ms. Elizabeth West 
Ms. Sheila Whalen 
Ms. Wendy Wheeler 
Ms. Bobbi Whiting 
Ms. Mary Whitney 
Ms. Jennifer Wightman 
Ms. Lenora Wilcox 
Ms. Susan Williams 
Ms. Kim Williams 
Ms. Nina Wilson 
Ms. Emmy Wolbach 
Ms. Willa Worsfold 
Ms. Jane Wykoff 
Ms. Margaret Zion 
Ms. Patricia Zonnenberg 
    
 
 
Appleseed’s Holding 
Beverly Cooperative Bank 
Bliss 
Bonnie Bouche Catering 
Boston Private Bank 
Capers Catering 
Clothes Show LLC 
Eastern Bank Charitable Fund 
Floral Arrangement& Acces. 
Glovsky & Glovsky 
George Grouch 
Gorton’s 
Herseys Entertaniment & Resort 
Helene M LTD 
J Mode 
Making Faces LLC 
Match Collection 
North Shore United Way 
Northeast Health Fnd. 
Oyster Marketing 
Purple Ink Ins. 
Salem Five Charitable Foundation 
Sarah’s sole 
Savin Hill Design 
Scribe Paper LLC 
S.E.A. @ ECCF 
Sweetwater & Company 
The Fruitful Basket 
The Lyceum 
Timothy S. Hopkins Catering 
Worth collection 
Zinna’s 
Carlisle Collection 
Tom & Jean Water 
Bill Safrin 
YMCA of Greater Lawrence 
Girls Inc. of Lynn 
Greater Lynn Senior Services 
HAWC 
Health Quarters 
Sheehan Family Foundation 
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Please join our list of donors by visiting our website at  www.womensfundec.org 
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The 7th Annual Fall Luncheon will be held  
October 22, 2009 at the Peabody Marriott.   

 

Our featured speaker will be Maalak Compton-Rock, Activist and 
Philanthropist.  Most noted for her humanitarian work and dedica-
tion to improving women’s lives, she was identified as one of 
“Seven Who Break the Barriers of Bias” by 
www.womenenews.org in late 2008 and served as a judge on the 
philanthropic reality show Oprah’s Big Give.  She is also the foun-
der and executive director of StyleWORKS, a nonprofit group 
that gives makeovers to women leaving public assistance and  
entering the workforce. 
 

Ms. Compton-Rock recently formed the Angelrock Project, 
(www.angelrockproject.com) which serves as an e-village where 
people can find pertinent information on how to volunteer, advice 
on making monetary or in-kind donations, links to life-changing 
service  organizations, and shop for products that help sustain 
third-world artisans or raise money for non-profit organizations.  
She lives by her favorite Marian Wright Edelman quote, 

 

“Service is the rent we pay for living.”   

Save the Date  10/22/2009 

PROMOTING POSITIVE SOCIAL CHANGE FOR WOMEN AND GIRLS 


